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THRACE (THRAKE) 


The Thracian tribes failed to achieve any semblance of unity until the rise of Odrysian power during the first 
half of the 5 th century BC. But while powerful kings like Sitalkes and Kotys I managed to unite the tribes under 
them and to carry out an aggressive policy towards their neighbors (e.g., Macedon and the Greek colonies on the 
seacoast), the potential for tribal disunity and multiple or rival kingship remained. On the death of Kotys I in 
360, Thrace was effectively divided between three kings, who were all subjugated by Philippos II of Macedon by 
341. Nevertheless, the Thracian kingship was not completely eliminated, and Seuthes III repeatedly challenged 
the authority of Alexandras III and of his generals and successors, including Lysimakhos, governor from 313 and 
king 306—281. Lysimakhos and his Seleucid, Ptolemaic, and Antigonid successors controlled the southern and 
eastern coasts of Thrace from his foundation Lysimakheia near the Hellespont, while the native Thracian rulers 
seem to have retained autonomy or independence in the interior regions to the north and west. Seuthes III also 
imitated Hellenistic monarchs by founding a regularly planned city and naming it after himself (Seuthopolis). 
While much of Thrace effectively escaped Macedonian control at this time, Seuthes’ death coincided with 
another period of disunity and the invasion of the Gauls, who set up their own small kingdom at Tylis (location 
unknown) on Thracian territory. The identity, sequence, and relations of Thracian rulers during this period are 
very poorly known, and Thracian political history becomes only a little better-illuminated during the period of 
Rome’s wars with Macedon during the first half of the 2 nd century. By 100, in addition to the apparently senior 
Astaean line of kings in the north and east, a line of Sapaean dynasts ruled in the south and west. On the death 
of the last Astaean king in 11 BC, the Roman emperor Augustus conferred all of Thrace to the dead king’s 
Sapaean uncle Roimetalkes I. In AD 46, on the murder of Roimetalkes III by his wife, the kingdom of Thrace 
was annexed as a province by the Roman emperor Claudius I. 

The list below (which may not be exhaustive) includes the known Odrysian and Sapaean kings of Thrace, 
but much of it is conjectural. The distinction made here between the rival “Odrysian” and “Astaean” successors 
of Seuthes III is largely arbitrary, and the genealogical relationships are frequently inferred from circumstantial 
considerations (chronology, geography, and onomastic patterns) and the few new pieces of evidence that have 
come to light from recent archaeological work. 1 Names are presented in (Greek) standardized forms. 
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c. 45 °-: 43 i 
1431-424 
424-405: 
:405 —390: 
39 °:—387: 
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360-341 
360-357 
360-351 
3 57—3 52. 
3 5 1 —341 
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Odrysian kings of Thrace 
Teres I ... son of Odryses? 

Sparatokos ... son of Teres I 

Sitalkes ... son of Teres I 

Seuthes I ... son of Sparatokos 

Amatokos I (Metokos) ... son of (?) Sitalkes 1 * 

Seuthes II ... son of Maisades, son of (?) Sparatokos; rival since 1401 

Hebryzelmis ... son of (?) Seuthes I 

Kotys I ... son of (?) Seuthes IT 

Kersobleptes ... son of Kotys I; in eastern Thrace; deposed 

Berisades ... son of (?) Saratokos, son of (?) Seuthes I; in western Thrace 

Amatokos II ... son of Amatokos I; in central Thrace 

Ketriporis ... son of Berisades; in western Thrace; deposed 

Teres II ... son of Amatokos II 4 ; in central Thrace; deposed 

(to Macedon) 


1 For example, the discovery of a coin of Sitalkes (who is thus not identical with Saratokos), of a king Seuthes 
(not the same as Seuthes III), son of a Teres (perhaps the like-named son of Seuthes III), and the plausible 
ascription of the Kazanlak Tomb to Roigos (known from coins), son of a Seuthes (who cannot be Seuthes III). 

1 According to Taceva (2006), Metokos and Amatokos I were two distinct successive kings, the second reigning 
from sometime before 391. 

? Or possibly of Seuthes I, as in Topalov (1994), although the historical background may still favor Seuthes II. 

4 Or possibly of Amatokos I. 
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331-305: 


:l6i: 


313—181 
181 
181—179 
179—161 
161—146 
146-145: 
:143—111 
111—104 
104-197 
196—188 


177—c.175 
C.175-C.155 
f.i5 5-f.i3 5 

c. 13 5—111 


:i55: 


Seuthes III ... son of (?) Teres IT 
Kotys II 6 ... son of Seuthes III 
Raizdos 7 ... son of (?) Kotys II 
Kotys III ... son of Raizdos 
Raiskouporis I s ... son of Kotys III 
(to the Astaean kings of Thrace?) 

Macedonian kings in southern and eastern Thrace 

Lysimakhos ... son of Agathokles; Macedonian governor 313, basileus 306; Macedon 185—181 

Seleukos I Nikator ... son of Antiokhos; governor of Babylonia 311 —315, and 311; basileus 306 

Ptolemaios II, Keraunos ... son of Ptolemaios I of Egypt; also Macedon 

Antiokhos I Soter of Syria ... son of Seleukos I; Syria 181—161 

Antiokhos II Theos of Syria ... son of Antiokhos I; also Syria 

Seleukos II Kallinikos of Syria ... son of Antiokhos II; deposed; Syria 146—116 

Ptolemaios III Euergetes of Egypt... son of Ptolemaios II of Egypt; Egypt 146—111 

Ptolemaios IV Philopator of Egypt... son of Ptolemaios III; also Egypt 

Philippos V of Macedon ... son of Demetrios II of Macedon; deposed; Macedon 119/111 —179 
Antiokhos III Megas of Syria ... son of Seleukos II; deposed; Syria 113 — 187 
(to Pergamon 188—119; to Rome 119) 

Celtic kings at Tylis/Tyle 9 

Komontorios ... leader of the Celts after the battle of Lysimakheia 

Orsoaltios ... son of (?) Komontorios 

Kersibaulos ... son of (?) Orsoaltios 

Kauaros ... son of (?) Kersibaulos 

(to the Astaean kings of Thrace?) 

Astaean kings of Thrace 
Teres III 10 ... son of Seuthes III 
Seuthes IV ... son of Teres III 
Teres IV ... son of (?) Seuthes IV 
Roigos ... son of Seuthes IV 
Seuthes V" ... son of (?) Roigos 


5 Following Topalov (1001) 171-178; Seuthes III might have reigned until 197 or even later. 

6 It is uncertain whether he reigned as king, as he is known only from an Athenian inscription honoring 
Reboulas, brother of Kotys and son of Seuthes from 331/330. The succession to Seuthes III remains unclear. 
Towards the end of his reign, his wife Berenike and her four sons (not including Kotys or Reboulas) made a 
treaty with two other Thracian dynasts, Spartokos of Kabyle and Epimenes; other dynasts during this general 
period included Spartokos’ possible son and successor Skostokos of Kabyle and one Adaios. 

7 It is uncertain whether he reigned as king (unless identical to Roigos); attested as father of Kotys III. 

8 It is not entirely certain whether he reigned as sole king. 

9 Tylis/Tyle is tentatively identified with the early Byzantine fortress Touleous, and possibly located at 
Nikolaevo 40 km east of Seuthopolis and 60 km west of Kabyle. Orsoaltios and Kersibaulos (order and 
relationship uncertain) are conjecturally identified as Celtic kings on the basis of comparisons between their 
coinage and that of Kauaros, but the name Kersibaulos might be Thracian (compare Kersobleptes). 

10 It is uncertain whether he reigned as king; attested as son of Seuthes III and as the father of Seuthes IV 
(assuming that these indicators refer to the same Teres). 

11 It is uncertain whether he reigned as king; attested as the father of Kotys IV. 
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1184: 

■.171-167: 

■.148: 

■.146: 

■■87-79: 

: 57-48 
48-41 
41-31 
31 — 18 
18-11 


=48-41 

41-31 
3 1 BC—AD 11 
11—19 
& 11—18 
19-38 
38-46 


Amatokos III ... son of (?) Seuthes V 
Kotys IV ... son of Seuthes V 
Teres V ... son of (?) Amatokos III 
Beithys 12 -... son of Kotys IV 
Kotys V ... son of (?) Beithys 
Sadalas I ... son of Kotys V 
Kotys VI ... son of Sadalas I 
Sadalas II ... son of Kotys VI 
Sadalas III ... son of (?) Sadalas II 
Kotys VII ... son of Sadalas II 
Raiskouporis II ... son of Kotys VII 
(to the Sapaean kings of Thrace 11 BC) 

Sapaean kings of Thrace 

Kotys I... son of (?) Roimetalkes 

Raiskouporis I... son of Kotys I 

Kotys II ... son of Raiskouporis I 

Roimetalkes I IJ ... son of Kotys II; all Thrace 11 BC 

Raiskouporis II... son of Kotys II 

Kotys III ... son of Roimetalkes I 

Roimetalkes II ... son of Raiskouporis II 

Roimetalkes III... son of Kotys III 

(Roman province of Thracia 46) 
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1 It is uncertain whether he reigned as king, unless he is identical with a certain “Byzes” attested in c.146. 
5 Gaius Iulius (Gaios Ioulios) as Roman citizen, a name inherited by his descendants. 




